Condyloma (Warts)
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Condyloma acuminata, (venereal warts) are caused by a virus known as "Human Papilloma Virus" (HPV). 

Clinical warts appear as tiny, cauliflower-like, raised lesions around the opening of the vagina or inside the vagina. These lesions appear flesh-colored or white, are not tender and have a firm to hard consistency. 

Subclinical warts, are invisible to the naked eye, are flat and colorless. They usually do not cause symptoms, although they may cause similar symptoms to the raised warts. These subclinical warts can be visualized if the skin is first soaked for 2-3 minutes with vinegar (3-4% acetic acid) and then viewed under magnification (4-10X) using a green or blue (red-free) light source. 

Warts are not dangerous and have virtually no malignant potential. Clinical warts may be a nuisance and so are usually treated. Subclinical warts are usually not treated since they are not a nuisance (most people with subclinical warts are unaware of their presence).

Treatment consists of removal of the wart. This can be accomplished in any number of ways, some more painful than others: 

· Trichloracetic Acid

· Cryosurgery

· Podophyllum resin

· Imiquimod

· Surgical removal
Untreated, many warts will gradually resolve and disappear spontaneously.
Patients with HPV are contagious to others, but there is no effective way to prevent its spread. 

While warts are not considered dangerous, HPV infection is associated with another skin change known as "dysplasia." About 1/3 of all adult, sexually-active women have been infected with HPV, but probably less than 10% will ever develop dysplasia. 

90% of mild cervical will never develop a more advanced problem. 
Most women with moderate to severe dysplasia of the cervix, if left untreated, will ultimately develop cancer of the cervix. If treated, most of these abnormalities will revert to normal, making this form of cervical cancer largely preventable.

In any patient with venereal warts (condyloma), you should look for possible dysplasia of the cervix 
