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Norplant consists of six soft, flexible Silastic tubes, each containing levonorgestrel (LNG, the same progestational agent found in LoOvral), and implanted just below the skin of the inner, upper arm. If left in place, the tubes continue to effectively prevent pregnancy for at least 5 years. 

When removed, fertility returns promptly.

Currently, Norplant has been voluntarily withdrawn from the market by its manufacturer and is no longer available for use. Occasionally, women with Norplant in place from before the withdrawal will be encountered.
Effectiveness
During the first year of use, the failure rate is 0.2%, comparable to the failure rate of BCPs. During the next 5 years, the failure rate rises slowly  to about 1% by the 5th year.

Contraindications
· Undiagnosed vaginal bleeding

· Known or suspected pregnancy

· Known or suspected breast cancer

· Active thrombophlebitis or thromboembolism

· History of idiopathic intracranial hypertension

· Benign or malignant liver tumors or other acute liver disease

· Known hypersensitivity to LNG or Silastic

Abnormal Bleeding
About half of all women using Norplant will experience abnormal bleeding patterns, consisting of spotting, prolonged bleeding, unpredictable onset of flow and amenorrhea.
Weight Gain or Loss/Nausea/Depression
These have all been reported in association with this drug, but it is unknown whether they occur more frequently among women using the implants or not using the implants. If the symptoms are mild, toleration will usually bring relief in time. If symptoms are severe, removal of the implants may be necessary.

Infection
Infection at the implant site is an uncommon complication (0.7%), but is treated by removal of the implants, bacterial cultures and antibiotics.
